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Global trends in education 
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Sources: OECD Education database; UNESCO GEM database; UNESCO Institute for Statistics; World Bank database; OECD 2018.

Student engagement

“Over the past decade there has been virtually no improvement in the 
learning outcomes of students in the Western World, even though 
expenditure on schooling rose by almost 20% during this period” 
(OECD 2018).

Equity of education

Global trends in education



“The achievement gaps across the OECD 
countries between the most socio-
economically advantaged and 
disadvantaged 15-year-old students is 
equivalent to over 3 years of schooling.” 
              – PISA 2018

“There is a global learning crisis that amplifies 
educational inequalities that severely hobbles the 

disadvantaged youth who most need the boost 
that a good education can offer.” 

                    – Human Development Report 2018

“260 million children, adolescents and youth are 
not at school – just half of them achieve the basic 
level of proficiency required.” 
     – Global Education Monitoring Report 2020



“Insanity is doing the same thing over 

and over again but expecting different 

results.” 
       

?



Australian schools
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Total compulsory instruction time during primary and lower 
secondary education in OECD countries (in hours) 

Excessive instruction time

Years of 
schooling

Hours of 
instruction
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where the majority of students are disadvantaged 

Source: OECD (2021)

Growing concentration of disadvantage
%



Source: Australian Government (2023)
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Growing concentration of disadvantage



Source: Victorian Government (2023)

Declining curiosity
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environment.



Source: OECD PISA 2022

Creative thinkers in 2022



Lead the way





What next?

“We can’t keep doing 
the same thing and 
expect different 
results.”



Do you want to lead or to 
follow?



Cultivate positive 
relationships.
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Teacher looping
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Learning through 
wellbeing.



Classroom lessons

Classroom lessons

Classroom lesson

Morning tea

Lunch(box) break

9:00

11:00 

11:20
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14:30

15:30

Lesson 1

Lesson 2

Lesson 3

9:00

12:00

12:30

15:30

Lesson 4

Lesson 5

Lunch

15 mins recess/reflection

15 mins recess/reflection

15 mins recess/reflection

Lesson 6

15 mins recess/reflection

Restructured 
school day

Play break

Time to play



Build cultures of 
curiosity.



Curious schools…
Wonder “What if…”

Teach kids to identify 
and solve real 

problems

Use data as 
a mirror

Build student 
agency



Thank you!
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