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Sources: OECD Education database; UNESCO GEM database; UNESCO Institute for Statistics; World Bank database; OECD 2018.

Student engagement

“Over the past decade there has been virtually no improvement in the 
learning outcomes of students in the Western World, even though 
expenditure on schooling rose by almost 20% during this period” 
(Schleicher 2018, p. 13).

Equity of education

Global trends in education
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Academic achievement gaps



“The achievement gaps across the 
OECD countries between the most 
socio-economically advantaged and 
disadvantaged 15-year-old students is 
equivalent to over 3 years of schooling.” 
              –OECD PISA 2018 “There is a global learning crisis that amplifies 

educational inequalities that severely hobbles the 
disadvantaged youth who most need the boost that a 

good education can offer.” 
                      – World Bank Human Development Report 2018

“260 million children, adolescents and youth are 
not at school – just half of them achieve the 
basic level of proficiency required.” 
     – Global Education Monitoring Report 2020



What next?

“We can’t keep doing 
the same thing and 
expect different 
results.”



How are we going?
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Source: OECD (2021)

Learning time in foreign language lessons
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Source: OECD PISA database

Where are the creative thinkers?



What next?



Source: Victorian Government (2023)

Schools as a stimulating place to learn
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Individual & family factors
• Gender, ethnicity, disability, prior 

learning
• Family socio-economic status, 

parents’ education, occupations, 
and home language, community

LEARNING OUTCOMES

School factors
• School culture and resources
• Teacher characteristics
• Staff morale and self-esteem
• Leadership
• ICSEA

CONFOUNDERS/CONDITIONERS

Factors explaining student learning in school

Source: Miller at al. (2022). Time spent playing predicts early reading and math skills through associations with self-regulation. J Appl Dev Psychol . 2022 ; 83. 

?
Student’s
• belonging

• relationships
• curiosity

“Students with greater 
WELLBEING are more likely 
to have higher academic 
scores 7-8 months later.” 
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The role of student & school characteristics
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Mathematics scores in PISA 2022
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Cultivate positive 
relationships.



Support digital 
wellness.



Build the culture 
of curiosity.



Thank you!
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