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The state of global education1
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The performance differences across the OECD countries 
between the most socio-economically advantaged and 
disadvantaged students is equivalent to over 3 years of 
schooling. –PISA 2018

“260 million children, adolescents and youth are not at school 
and only three quarters of 15-year-olds in middle income countries 
attend school, and just half of them achieve the basic level of 
proficiency required.” – Global Education Monitoring Report 2020

There is a global learning crisis that amplifies educational inequalities that 
severely hobbles the disadvantaged youth who most need the boost that a 
good education can offer. – World Bank Human Development Report 2018
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Education outcomes vs. spending1
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“Real spending on education has grown steadily 
over the last 10 years. But government education 
spending as a share of GDP has remained flat in the 
past 10 years.” 

- UIS; OECD; IMF; World Bank databases 



Large inequalities
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Large inequalities

400

420

440

460

480

500

520

540

560

580

600

2000 2003 2006 2009 2012 2015 2018

International average

Australian average

2
Av

er
ag

e 
re

ad
in

g 
lit

er
ac

y 
PI

SA
 s

co
re Highest SES quartile

Lowest SES quartile

Second SES quartile

Third SES quartile

Source: ACER, 2020

Average reading literacy performance in Australia by SES quartile since 2000
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Declining wellbeing
Children’s

sedentary time

Children’s
well-being
& Health

Anxiety disorder
Depression
Social challenges
Behavioural disorders
Addictions
Malnutrition
Sleep deprivation

Sitting risks
Lack of physical activity
Increasing screen time
Decreasing time outdoors
Homework pressure
Play deprivation

2000 2010 2020
Source: Mission Australia (2021); Growing Up Digital Australia (2021)
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Engagement

Readiness to learn



The challenge2



0

0,5

1

1,5

2

2,5

3

3,5

4

4,5

5

Nor
way

Ice
lan

d

New
 Zeal

an
d

Chil
e

Belg
ium

Unit
ed

 Kingd
om

Austr
ali

a

Swed
en

Port
uga

l

Fr
an

ce

Fin
lan

d

Can
ad

a
Kor

ea

Unit
ed

 St
ate

s

Neth
erl

an
ds

OECD av
era

ge

Den
mark

Mex
ico

Pola
nd

Ita
ly

Slov
en

ia

Esto
nia

Spa
in

Germ
an

y

Austr
ia

Czec
h R

ep
ub

lic

Lux
em

bo
urg

Latv
ia

Gree
ce

Hung
ary

Slov
ak

 R
ep

ub
lic

Jap
an

Ire
lan

d

Lith
uan

ia

Private expenditure

Public expenditure

Total expenditure on primary, secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary 
institutions as a percentage of GDP in 2018

“At primary and secondary education, private 
investment accounts for 0.3% of GDP on average 
across OECD countries. It amounts to at least 0.7% 
of GDP in Australia, one of the largest relative 
shares of private funding of non-tertiary education.”

Source: OECD 2021
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Distribution of public and private expenditure on primary, secondary and post-secondary non-
tertiary education educational institutions in 2018
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Public expenditure Household expenditure Expenditure from other private entities

“Public funding dominates in primary, 
secondary and post-secondary non-
tertiary in all countries. Private funding 
accounts for 10% of expenditure at these 
levels of education on average across 
OECD countries, although it reached 
20% in Australia.”

Source: OECD 2021
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% Proportion of disadvantaged students attending disadvantaged schools in OECD countries in 2018

Source: OECD, 2019

”Disadvantaged students attending
advantaged schools score 78 points
higher than those attending
disadvantaged schools.”
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Proportion of low and high performers in Australia on the PISA reading literacy 
proficiency scale by Indigenous background since 2000

Source: ACER, 2020
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Fixing it3



What are you doing already?
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What can we do more?



Keep the past promises1

o The Alice Springs (Mparntwe) Declaration (2019)

o The Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1990)

o The Review of Funding for Schooling (2011)
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2 Put an end to growing inequalities

o Accept the positive link between equity and quality of outcomes

o Fund public schools according to the Schooling Resource Standard

o Stop wasting public funds to schools that don’t need it
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Understand the teaching profession3

o Not just a teacher shortage, but a teaching crisis

o Swiftly improve teaching and learning conditions

o Pay teachers what they are worth, i.e., competitive pay
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Thank you!




