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Political empowerment of women vis-a-vis The quality of life of mothers



How did we get infected by GERM?

What do we know about the impact of GERM?

How to build a world class education system?
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Chile (1980s):
Privatisation by vouchers

England (1980s):
Choice and competition

United States (1990s):
Standardisation and choice

United States (2000s):
Test-based accountability

Sweden (1990s):
School choice by vouchers Choice and competition

Standardisation
Test-based accountability

De-professionalisation
Fragmentation

C-19 Disruption

1.Collaboration and coherence
2.Creativity and personalized learning
3.Trust-based professionalism 
4.Education and health as public goods
5.Equity

1.Expanding bureaucracies
2.Haphazard reform efforts
3.Fixing ‘Learning loss’

If we act on evidence, this is the way ahead:

Regardless of the evidence, these will happen:

Globalization

The Third Way

Australia (2000s):
School choice and NAPLAN
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1. Choice and competition 

2. Standardisation

3. Test-based accountability 

4. De-professionalization 

“Trying to create more competition 
among schools, as many school 
systems are doing, will not lift 
student performance.” 

– Grattan Institute, 2013

“Across most OECD countries test-based 
accountability does not relate to academic 
achievement.” – OECD, 2021

"There is very little evidence to prove 
that establishing national academic 
standards for K-12 schools will improve 
the quality of American public 
education.” – The Education and Public 
Interest Center, 2020

“High performing systems invest in a profession of 
teaching. Where systems invest in teachers’ knowledge 
and skills, teachers are acknowledged as expert educators 
who are trusted to make judgments about practice and 
how to improve it. – Empowered Educators, 2017

5. Fragmentation 
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A world class school

How to become a world class system?

A world class system



How to become a world class system?

WHOLE-CHILD 
LEARNING & WELLBEING

SYSTEMNESS

CREATIVE 
PROFESSIONALISM

EQUITY & ADEQUACY

Essential 
elements



Soulless paradigm won’t lead to world class system

ACADEMIC OBSESSIONS

CHOICE & COMPETITION

COMPLIENCE AND 
CONFORMITY

DE-PROFESSIONALISATION

Winning 
a wrong 

game



Student/teacher agency

Shared purpose

Systems excellence

Uncertain future
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Thank you!


