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“How Tasmania’s curriculum renewal project can improve 
performance of entire education system?”



The Question

“Is teachers and teaching the most 
important single factor in improving 

quality of education.”



The Challenge



Global trend 1: Student learning vs. education spending
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Source: OECD database (2020)



Global trend 2: Student wellbeing vs. sedentary time
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National trend: Growing inequality

400

420

440

460

480

500

520

540

560

580

600

2000 2003 2006 2009 2012 2015 2018

M
ea

n 
re

ad
in

g 
lit

er
ac

y 
PI

SA
 sc

or
e Highest SES quartile

Lowest SES quartile

Second SES quartile

Third SES quartile
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Average reading literacy PISA scores in Australia by SES quartile
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The Mission



Our research shows that Australians want better 
investment in public education, and targeted help 
for struggling students, as opposed to specific 
programs which only help disadvantaged students.

Source: Gonski Institute (2019)
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The Solution



Understand what equity 
is and its links to new 

curriculum.

Build special education in 
mainstream curriculum.

Integrate student 
wellbeing and health in 

curriculum.

Strengthen equity of education



The Answer
Teacher

Other in-
school factors

Out-of-school 
factors

Unexplained 
variation

What 
Influences 

Student Test 
Scores

Because teachers account for about 10 to 15% of 
the variability in students’ measured achievement, 
the majority of opportunities for improving quality 
of education outcomes are found in the system-
level conditions.

Sources: The 14th William H. Angoff Memorial Lecture at The National Press Club, Washington, D.C. by Professor Edward Haertel; American Statistical Association (2014)



Source: Gonski Institute (2020)
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