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Our experiment
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Expenditure on pre-primary education as a percentage of GDP

How much national wealth goes to early childhood education?

OECD, 2018
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Does money matter?

Primary and secondary schoolEarly childhood Post-school
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 0 2 000 4 000 6 000 8 000 10 000 12 000

Hungary   8
Latvia   9

Poland   9
Turkey   8

Finland   9
Slovenia   9

Austria   8
Estonia   9

Korea   9
Slovak Republic   9

Belgium  8
Greece   9

Sweden   9
Czech Republic   9

Lithuania  10
Japan   9

Germany   9
Italy   8

OECD  9
Iceland  10

Switzerland   9
Norway  10

Spain   9
Luxembourg   9

France   9
Chile   8

Ireland   9
Portugal   9
Canada   9
Mexico   9

Netherlands 9
Israel   9

US  9
Denmark  10
Australia  11

Pr imary

Lower Secondary

Total number of compulsory instruction hours in primary and lower secondary schools

OECD, 2019
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Percentage of school leaders experiencing violence in work in Australia 

2011 2014 2018
Threats of violence

by students
by parents

17.4
19.0

23.8
25.2

32.4
30.7

Physical violence
by students
by parents

17.3
4.6

24.6
6.7

34.6
7.8

Bullying
by students
by parents

3.1
12.0

3.9
17.8

4.4
21.1

Source: The Australian Principal Occupational Health, Safety and Wellbeing Survey 2018 Data 
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Australia has one of the best school 
systems in the world…for some of its 

children.



OECD (2018): 
Australia has had the largest increase in social segregation 
within its school system in the OECD since 2006. 

UNICEF (2018):
Australia has the second most unequal school system 
among the richest nations in the world.



STRENGTHS



The schools we need are already here.



CHALLENGES



Student achievement 
vs. 

Child wellbeing



A majority (85%) of Australian parents 
think children today spend less time 
playing compared to when they were 
young.

Gonski Institute, 2019



A vast majority of parents (88%) believe 
that children are under pressure to grow 
up too quickly.

Center on Media and Child Health, 2015



It's estimated that around one in seven 
Australian kids experience mental health 
issues and about half of all serious 
mental health issues in adulthood begin 
before the age of 14.

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2017



Parents’ expectations 
vs. 

Students’ interests



Students being given opportunities 
to be creative at school

Students learning about the 
things that interest them

Students having fun at school

Gonski Institute, 2019

Public opinions on Australian schools & schooling, 
Deana Leahy & Neil Selwyn, Monash University, 
February 2019

PARENTS LEAST EXPECT FROM SCHOOL



Good schools
vs. 

Poor schools
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Disadvantaged students in disadvantaged schools

OECD, 2018



“Disadvantaged students attending
advantaged … schools score 78 points … 
points higher than those attending
disadvantaged schools.”

- OECD, 2018



Since Australia has one of the most unequal 
education systems in developed world, the majority 
of opportunities for educational improvement are 
found in system level issues, such as fair funding, 
inclusive special education, and giving children voice 
regarding their own schooling.



OUR OPPORTUNITY



Top 3 most important issues for young Aussies

Mental health – 36%

The environment – 34%

Equity and discrimination – 25%

Source: Mission Australia Youth Survey Report 2019



ASKING DIFFERENT QUESTIONS



“Ask not is a child ready for 
school, ask is the school ready for 

that child.”



“Ask not how smart is my child, 
ask how is my child smart.”



“Ask not what your school can do 
for you, ask what you can do for 

your school.”
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Thank you!


